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Hebrew Text, 


OF THE "$7 


$2 


PSALMES| 


AND 


| LAMENTATIONS| 


BUT 


| Publiſhed, without the Points or Vow-ſ 


els; yet to be made uſe of, by any who can | 
read with thePoints, if they wil but practiſe | 
ita little , according as is expreſſed in the Dedi- 
cation ro the Learned and Reverend Miniſters and 
Divines in London, 


PEE I 


IjWilitanm RonazatTSON, Maſter of Arts 
frem the Univerſity at Edinburgh, in Scotland ; and nc 


reliding, and teaching Hebrew in London, 
TMR 11 mn wn FIN 7 
Becol derachecha deyzebu, Pehu jejaſhſher orchotecha. 


In all thy ways acknowledg him, And be (ba 
dire& thy pathes. WY 


—__—wwww_ 


Londen, Printed for the Author 3 And are tobefoldby HY 


Robinſon, A.Creok, L.F awn,F.Kirton,and S. Thomſon, inf 
Pauls Church-yard : And by G. Sawbrige, at the Bible 


| en Ludgate Hill, Where any who dehires, may knom if 


where the Author remains, 1656, 
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| TotheRight Reverend,and 
Learned, the Miniſters and Di- 


V.nes, in, and about the City of 
LONDON, 


Sy 17 


" Right Reverend, andW.rthy SIR S, 


ER Hat, YT RU! (13 PU 

WB WPI) MNIN Asthe Pricſts 

@ lips (under the 0:d Teſtament, ſo the lips 

\ of the Miniſters of Chriſt , under the Go- 

B ipcl) ſhould {preſerve and) keep knowiedg, 

and (that) they (of the people) thould ſeek 

the Law, at (or out of) his mouth; is not only known, by 
your lelves, to þe the great duty incumbent to all thoſe of 
your holy Calling _ P:ofeflion 3 but this is alſo many 
manner of ways made manifeſt, to the experimental evi- 
dence of all thoſe thouſands of rational and godly Chriſti- 

F ans, whoare dayly your hearers, (in, and abour this .great 
F City, and from thencethorow the whole Nation) that, in 
the praCtiſe , proſecution , and exerciſe of that great and 
known duty, in that your holy Fun&ion , your very (pi- 
rits (with the greateſt part of your ſt:ength, time, and pains) 

- arealm; oft ſpent and conſumed,to the praiſe and glocy of the 
| great name of that great Shepherd of ſouls;and for the ſpiritu= 
al provt,and ſoul-conſclation of thoſz ſeveral Flocks;enruſt- 
«d and committed by him to your chaige and overlight 5 7 

od , q ; Del 2 


The Epiſtle Dedieatory. 
ſo much,that your own greatNames,and the Names of thoſe I 
* orher _ Worthies,the Divines of this Natjon (to whom Þ# 
{this 

*them all, for the conveniency cither of their abode and res 
fidence, o: of their converſe, intercourſe and fellowſhip Þ 
amoneſt themſelves 3 as rhe two famous Univerſities of 4 
1Oxford and Cambridge, have been their common Nurſery J 
© for Education and Learning 3 ſuch I ſay, hath been the light J 
and ſplendor of your Names, and of thoſe other great Di= } 
' vincs, of this Nation) that they have run, and ſhined il * 
+ luſtrioully, molt parr of all the Chriſtian world over, with 
© no leſs then Glory, Fame,and Honour, not only to thems 
+ ſelves, but to the City of London, the Univerſities of Ox- 
* ford and Cambridge, and to the whole Nation of Eng- 
land, in which, and from whence , ſuch great ones have 
# had their own original,by birth,and nature,and their acqui- 
red ſhining light and b:ightnels, by ſuch Chriſtian Edu= 
*(a:10n and Learning, 

* Thetcuth ofthis, Reverend Sirs,is ſo notarily, and pub« 
\b9uely known to the world) Thar it it would be aarxenea 


it could receive any additional ſplendor, by the Teſtimony- | ' 
$f tuch a one who now doth thus ſubiccibe umo it : Were tt + J' 


be othe:ways, and in himſelf, yet) he is able to give one 
furher, and thar ſuch, and ſo great an experiment of it, as 
that none othe: can, nor ever could hitherto belides himſelf, 
Joive thelike: And it is thus, Learned Sirs 3 Becauſe, that 
9:lthough the Minifters and Divines, in the City of Lon- 
$don, and in other parts of Eng/and, have been heetofore 


ity hath been, as *rwere, a common Center to moſt of Þ 


and diminiſhed in the light thereof, rather, and tooner, then | 


'not,that(how inconſiderable,and how undeſervng foever he © 7: 


moſt diligent, caretul, and induſtrious, to tranſmit unto - | 


 Fthcir people,the Word of God;in as true and faithful Tranſla» | 

bens Febecially in the lateſt, for the main bulk and body 
Jof ir, taking in the Marginall Notes with it 3 ) 
Js any vulgar Tranſlations in the woild behides3 yer 
Jit hath pleaſed p:ovidence, fo to order it, (asall things here 
below, 1ntheir number, weight and mcaſure, in their time, 
Imeans, and inftruments 3 yegz even in all their ciccumſtan» 


tials, arc ordered thereby) that neiches the Divines of r 1 
| an 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

- land, no: the Divines of any othcr Chriſtian Church, in 

| the wuild, have ever hitherto taken any efteRtual courle, for i, 

the publiibing a plain, facile and eafie Method, in their own F 

| vulgar Language, for the reading and underſtanding of the 

| words of God, in their own primitive an4 original Copies, 

| as they werear fuſt ſpoken by the Prophets, and writ by the 

{ Pen-men (inſpired) of God, in the Scriptures 3 but to this: 

| veryday, and before this time,they have made the door and F 

* entranceto the knowledg and underſtanding of that firlt and Þ, 

| pureſt of Languagcs, to be only openedin Lartinez ſo 7, 

* that no Chriſtian, how knowing aud undeiſtanding ſoever |}. 

| otherways, coull enter in thereat,unlels they were acquaint= | 

| ed and «xpert in that Latine Language before 3 which hath | 

| bereaved and rob'd-them, of much of the ſolid conſolations © 

| of God, and of his own words, which the ſouls of many | 

| might have enjoyed , if it had been ordered otherwayes : 3; 

* But at l:ngth;Right Worthy Sirs, That ſame All-over-ru> # 
ling Providencczis now pleaſed,ſo tobring it,to paſs, as that | 

' amongſt the many other great qualifications of theluſtre of F 

{ your names 3 Ye of the Miniſtry, in, and about this City, 

+ do juſtly deſerve to be known abroad in the world, as the 

' fiſt of all the reformed Churches, who have been ſo emi- 

* nently inft:nmemal in ſuch an effeftual courſe that way z as 

| that you have countenanced and encouraged even a ſtranger 

* amongſt you, ſoſar in his undertakings, as that nalelebe 

| the mcans of your chriſtian and charitable freedom and in- 

| genuity, his pains and endeavours are now publiſhed, (and 

* that in the vulgar and naturally known Language thorow 

| this NMland) by works, which your prudence hath thought 

| fit toappcove of, as very uſeful and profitable for rhe pub= 

* lque, b.cauſe of a molt facile, plain and ready way mani- 

| feſted in them, for attaining ſo much knowledge of that 

* firſt and moſt ſacred of Languages, the Hebrew Tongnc, as 

- to rad and underſtand the primitive and original Words of 

God in the Books of the old Teſtament, which were at firſt 

| written and delivered to his people, in that firſt and purcſt 

- of Tongues. 

-- This is an evident experiment indeed of this, Worthy 

; Sirs, thatz 4s it is the great duty incumbent to thoſeof ou 

« by 


1 The Epiſtle Dediearory. | 


| : holy vocation, ſo anſwerably thereunto, you do lay up, and I 


* keep the Law of God in your own hearts, for this end chief 
| ly, that you may, by what means: ſoever you can, moſt * 


adyantagioully impart and communicate it to your roy | 


| and hcarers, for their 5 0 au and for the molt ſolid 


* conſolation of their {ouls ; fance they do not only hear 
| the Doctrine of that holy Law, and theexplication thereof, Þ 
| from your lips, by your aithful, and continual Preaching,. - 


and teaching of them in ſeaſon, an1 out of ſeafon 3 but 


| they doalſorcceive from your hands, a ready way and me 


| thod, and that in their own natural and vulgar Language, 


; to underſtand the very primitive &oirginal words of that di- 


; vine Law, as they were written by the finger of God him- 
| Celf, in Tablcs of ſtone, andgiven out to the people with 
the hor ror of Thunder and Lightning from the Mount 3. 


and as they were explained by the other Prophecies and 


Books ot the old Teſtament , which wee written by holy 
men of God, inſpired by his holy Spirit, and delivered to 
his people, in thar (therefore) holy Language, which now 


doth come from your hands, explaincd in our mother Lan= 


ouage to this Illand,the firſt of all chevulgar Languages, in 
the Chriltian world, which now bezins to have this holy 
Tongue lo plainly to be taught and {carned in them. 

This cannot, Grear Sis, but grcatly endear your Mini- 


ſtry, not only to your own people » and heare:s, in your 


ſeveral Congregations, ({zeing you haye ſo ſpcial acace of 
the 900d of th:ir fouls) bur allo toall rhe knowing Chriſti= 
ans thorow both the Nations of this Iſland , and to all, 
| every where, who underſtands the vulgar Language thereof, 
and who dclices ro hayeany knowledge in the primitive and 
original Charters.of their own ſalvation, and the Articles 
the.eof, holden forth in the Scriptures 3 the very firft Co- 
pies of which, in the old Teftament, you have prepared and 
given ſoplain a Mcthod, and ſo ready a way for reading and 
underſtanding of-rhemy in that vulgarly known Language 
thorow this land 3 yea this cannot bur greatly enacar the 
great and good report of your worthy Names, toall-the res 


tormed Chuzches abroad, and the Miniltry thereof, for be» 
gianing to ſer on foot the publiſhing in vulgar Languag's, 


-” * 


R 
_ 


4 ” & 'e "5 e et ( ator). : 
| Coplain and perſpicuous a method for the underſtanding of 
| the original Language of the Scriptures 3 and it cannot but 
| give ground of =: that all of them will begin , atter 
* you, to have ſome ſolid thoughts that way, for the more 

encral and publique profit of Chriſtians, that all who are 

mewhat more defireous to be knowing more then others Þ| 
| amoneſt them, may have ſuch a way prepared unto themy Þ 
 andlayd before them, as that, if they will be bur at a little F 
- pains, with oreat pleaſure and profit to their ſouls, they F 
' may With the noble Bereans, ſearch (the very original Co- 
- pies ofthe Scriptures, and ſee if the Doftrine of their Teact- 
ers be not abſolutely an{werable thereunto 3 which when 
they do ſcezit will afluredly endear, enliven, and confirm the 
- "Miniſtry of their Paſtors,unto them,much more then before, 
after they haye ſeen with their own eyes, that they do rc- 
_ nott.ing from them,. but wholeſome food tor thir 

uls. 

Laſtly, any betty WR This cannot but greatly 
tend to the ſealing up to your own ſpirits, the confirmation 
of your own holy Calling and Vocation, that you are in- 
| deed the Meſlengers of the Lord to his peop'e, and that the 
Law of truth is in your mouth, ſeeing they do not only 
ſeek, but receive it from you, and a way to underſtand it 
in the yery original words of truth it ff, in which it wes 
* at firſt given-out by God to his people. And fecing you 
do not toi bear to lay out your ſelves to the utmoſt, for the 
ſpiritual 20o0d-of the ſouls of your people, and that bythe 
moft effectual an1 profitable means tending to that end, 
which can any way tall within your reach : 'Thereforcyou 
{ may upon good ground, with ſolid aſſurance expe&, that 
your labours, in the Lord, ſhall not be in vain, but that 
you ſhall dayly ice more and more of the truits thercof, the 
' _ pleaſure of the Lord continually proſpering in your hands, 
\ by the <ftcRs of your Miniſtry, amongſt your awn people, 
and by the uſe which thouſands will make of that variety, 
. end sveral forts of means and. mediums, which you do 
cayly p' epare for' undeiſtanding of theword of God 5 $9 
| that with the <ftablithed conſolations of God in your Spi- 
4 13:5 you-may-confidently hope to have walks, or ylaces.to 

p 4 3 2 walk 


A 


"Thr ENBk Dedrnery, 
walk ing prepared for your ſelves, amongft thoſe who Rands © 
by; and'that your names ſhall be bright in the midſt of -: 
thoſe ſhining Stars in the Firmament, who are teachers of © 
, wildom, and who do bring many from iniquity, by turn } 


ing them' to righteouſneſs, 


AS for the Reaſon, Right Reverend, and Worthy Sirs, | 
inducing meto prefix the mention of your learned names,to - 
this part only of thoſe works, which are now publiſhed, and. * 
which are all of them, ſo much your own : I ſhall expreſs ir. 
in a few words; for it was chiefly,becauſc, that although this. : 
Book be the lcaſt, in bulk, of the four now publiſhed, yet ir | 
is, in ule and praQti(e, the higheſt, (and fo moſt ſjtable for 
; your more knowing overſight) and doth include, and pre-. - 
| ſuppoſe the uſe andpraRtiſe of all the other rhree, although © : 


it alſo may, and ought tobe made joint uſe of with the 


- other three : For Firſt, The Hebrew Text with the reac- - 


ing thereof in Engliſh letters, is for the uſe of thoſe who 
are but as yct in there Alphaber, and for their greater caſe 
and more ſpeedy progreis in reading : Secondly, The 
Text it ſelf, with the Points, and withour the reading, is 
to be made ule of,after there is ſome dexterity acquired in 
reading. Thirdly , The Alphabetical Praxis upon the 


words of the Text, is for the reſolving of them, exp:eſling - 


their fignifications, "andreducing them to their Roots, as 


ter they are read cither way. And Laſtly, When any ' 
part of the T<xt is once underſtandingly read and reſolved, 


then the ſame part of the Text is to be lookt upon,and uſed 
without the Points, and there will be nothing art all of dit- 
ficulty found in ſo doing 3 for ſo ſoon 3s cyer the Text or 


any part thereof, is thorowly underſtood, for the expoſition F 
and reſolving of it,by the Grammatical reducing the words: F 
thereof, to their own proper Roots, then it may be always Þ 

: , as readily and familia-ly wirhout | 
the Points or Vowels, as with them 3 and the experience Þ 
of any who will but a little practiſe themſelves this way 3 | 
Firſt, In reading and reſolving the Text,or any part theres” | 
of, withthepointsz and then immediately reading over |: 
the ſame Text, and reſolving it again without the Poin.s, | 


will 6nd that which is ſaid ze be moſt true, and cake, not- | 


afterwards read and u 


wathe 


[| 
} 
t 
1 
[| 
7 
| 
x; 


- IG. E Paſt le Didicatory. 

. withſtanding of the general preconccived prejudice of the 
© great difficulty of readin,, od mading uſe of Books without 

| the Points or Vowels; For it is not unknown to you,Reve- 

| rend & learned Sirs;that the cflenrial body of thisLanguage, 

* doth conhit in che Radical letters of the words thereof;and 

in the prefixing, afhxing,luſiting,or adding the fervile let- 

{ rers thereunt”, which are to be added for to expreſs ſuch and 
| ſuch words, and to impart ſuch and ſuch 6gnihcations 5 

- Which when once any is ſomewhat well acquainted with, 

| and alittle folidly praRtiſed & exerciſed inzrhe properPoints 

| and Vowels of ſuch and ſuch words wil immediatdly of their 

” own accord,and as it were naturally reſult inthe mind of the 

' underſtanding Reader, in moſt part of a)l the uſual words 

inthe Hebrew Text, without any trouble or meditation 

- about them 3 unleſs it be in ſome fingular, difficult, and 

irregular or not much uſed words , with any of which 

fort when the Readers do meet with, and they are not at a 

certainty abou; them then the Book with the Points is to 

| be lookt upon, and rakento help them till they be berter 
 enuFifed, everciled, ih 2c5uainted IH ther way $ This 


vou, will induce many to the tryal and experience of it 
jikewile, after your experience and (fo m:ch knowins) ap- 
| p:cbarionof it : As alſo teeing that your counterancing 
v3cifizht, or inſpeCtion over this clay of pabliſhing the 
| Hcbrew Text without the Points, doth preſuppoſe your 
| ewning the other Eflays of publiſhing the Text with the 
| Points, and with the reading thereot, ( which have alſo 
- ben ſhewen unto you, and approven by you) Therefore if 
any (roo ſupacilioully and ericionlly _— to Un» 
- neceflary circumftantials] ſhould begin to quarrel at thoſe 


| of, in vulgar and known letters , and without the ſuperflu- 
©us accents, or accentuating charaers, I may then lend 


' queſtion, viq, Where the ground of their quarrell will lye, 
| in the Hebrew Text publiſhed both without the points, or 
* yowelszand accents, or unneceflary accentuating characte:s? 


g 


Renowned Sirs,being experimentally tryed,and approven by | 


| other Editions of the Hebrew Text, with thercading there- | 


| them tobe (authoritatively) poſed by you bar of this ane | 


| which notwithitanding doth contain all the neccllary hg 


þ. 


- 
by 
: 


_— Ir 


. , - 


n 


ny alls and fundamentals ; for the underſtanding of the lan 4 
uage:and ſuſpeRing that ſuch a queſtion( - army having - F -- 


The Epiſtle Dedieatry, __ © 


NFſuch and fo great authority toback it ) wil not only pur _ 4 


) 
1 


9 DW 


GT a0 = 


- and origifial Words of God, and of eternal life in the He- | 


"ſhould offer to the publique view (not only ot others coc:a- -| 
; 


 theprecious names of thole Worthies, who have nor enle 


- bavealſo been ſo publick minded lovers of the general good * 


| but,(in Teſtimony that I am cordially willing, it L were F } 


them to a demur, bur to filence, abour the anſwering of it : }} 
L will alſo > Moſt Worthy Sirs, reſt, and be filenr from - | 


| troubling you any longer, and from diverting your other 


ſcrious thoughts about any of your other ſerious ſtudies,in 


my ſo weighty calling and imployments; after that I have 1 


ut begged one fayour further trom you,.,and that is this, 
Reverend Sirs, that ſecing I cannot ſatisfie my ſelf witha | 
general acknowledgment of thoſe obligations, that I am _ 
duly indebted to you all , unleſs I do alſo paiticularize } 
the Teſtimony of thoſe reſpe&ts,which in ſeveral ways, and 
upon ſeveral conſiderations, I do owe toeach of you : 'My 
ſuit 1s thercfore to you, Curteous Sirs, That it may not 


® « 


i- way oftend your humane and rational ingenuity 3 i:T | 


ous with your ſelves, bur even of poſterity aftu wards, - 
that they may. know} thi pa:ticularrecor1, and regiſter of- 


been ſo Chriſtianly courteous and civilto a Stranger , but. 


and profit of Chiiſtians, as tobe the firſt of thoſe, who 
did ever begin tolet on foot and' publiſh the knowledge, or | 
a plain and ready way and method, in any vulgar Lan- J: 
guage, for teaching and learning of Chriſtizns ro come to: } |} 
the knowledge, of reading and underſtanding the primitive } 


brew Bible. And when this Suit is once condeſcended un- * 
to, and z:anted; Thengthis cannot bur be agreat aggrava= J 
tion to the praiſe of your freedom in all your tayours 3. that TJ - 
I havenothing elle within my reach, vet to periopmy 
in requital and recompence of all (undelerved) obligations, q . 


able) to ſubſcribe my elf, to all and each of you , * 
Great, and Worthy Sirs, 

Yours, to the utmoſt of my -_ . | 

poor abilitie and power z, | 

WILLLAM ROBERTSON. } - 
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> THE NAMES of thoſe Revererend an | 


Learned Miniſters and Divines, in, anf* 
about the City of Lode, who have been em 7 
nently inftrumental, by their liberal freedor+ 


and ingenuity, in publiſhin 


dertakings, in thoſe Work 


Edmund Calamy. AR" 
Iſh Cambs 4h 
* 7obn Bond, XN 
T homas Mantos. 
Charles Offpring. 4: 
William Tayle. X 
William Cooper, 
 Samnel Clark. 
william Carer, t,. 
Matthew Haviland 


T,.cnard C ooke, AR 
L - 


7enkuw. | 


v4 
In J 4 o 
> than 
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g the pains, and url! 
fr 

JI 
4d ] 
Philip Me, > | 


Tames Cranford. g 


T homas Caſe, 3 


Simeon Afr. 
+: 14 
Nicholas Lockyer. 
william Blackmoye. 
Arthur Lackson. 16.1; 


Philip 7 Eailen. 7 


Thomas 7acombe, -* 


Cornelias Burgeſs, W | 


william Spurftow. xl 


Roger }. Drake. (3. 


--YOWAS 


bs Row. 
FT homas | c OFT 
f ies y Gou ge. ' 9, 
| fohys  Crodocot, 

| Thomas Brooks. 

| Mathew Pool. 
Samuel Zacombe. 10. 


Richard h Henchman. 


Warſen. 8: 


wills Bae. | 
tohn YV iner. | 
Tohn Hereinp. | | 
Arthur Barham. | 
George Griffuhs. | | 
Z achar 'y Crofton. 1 


fokn FP7ackgon. <b> 
Tokn Pearſon. 


Themas Henchman. 


Tames Langley, 
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fohln QMeariton. <a; 
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Errata. 


_ 5. Verſe 12, Read TIN PC. 
8.v.1-r, 1 PC9.v..3.r. 380 y. 7, 
r.VBUN? P(,14.v.4.7. 1998 P{21.v. 6. 
r.'I PC. 22v. 16 r. aw" Plug: 5.r. 
"IT" PC 29. v. 11. r. Dy Pf. 3OFy. 4.r. 
"TON PC46.v.3.r. NRA P.+ 51.v.14, 
_rOIPLN yy 70.v.1.r, MON Pſ.71. y.2s r, 
I PC72.v.18.r 872) by 80.v.7.r. 
722 P(C88.y.6.r. TYM Pl.92.v.2.r. 
MP P1935.v.29.r- [WM PC; 106.v.1.r, 
IN8PCſ.107- v.2.r.0'783 WR PC.107, 
v.21.r. TWRP9N PC. x 12.v.9. 0.1 Bf, 
1t4.v.1.r )? Pl.120.y.7.r.'T JI" 
Mon nRntnh? pC132.y.8.r 1 
Lam, 1.y, 2. r.T'Y") 2.v.5.1;" nal 


